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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
were 


Mr. Epiror,—Some apology is due the public for 
the delay in printing this note and the reply. This has 
been occasioned by a desire to give all the details of 
the affair in the plainest manner. As no new circum- 
stances will probably come up, and as I have lately 
visited the town in which the writer lives, the publica- 
tion need be deferred no longer. This note was ad- 
dressed to me through the medium of Mr. Willis, editor 
of the Boston Recorder, but as he declined its inser- 
tion, because he had pledged himself not to admit any 
thing controversial into his paper, it has remained in 
manuscript to the present time. With these explana- 
tory remarks, it is now given to the public. 

NOTICE. 

Mr.Willis.-Sir, you are respectfully requested 
{o inform the editor of the Universalist Magazine 
through the medium of your valuable paper, that 
no letters have ever passed between the minis- 
ter of Plympton, (Mass.) and one of their young 
preachers, and that the least regard for truth 
would lead him to make a public and ingenuous 
acknowledgment. And their young preacher 
is informed that his skill and that of his accom- 
plice in the art of guessing, (notwithstanding 
the superlative greatness of their minds and 
their consummate erndition,) has led them to 
assert and publish a positive falsehood. The 
minister of Plympton has never been accessary 
directly or indirectly to the existence of any 
communication which may have been received 
vy him. His opprobious answer addressed to 
me, is wholly without cause, it is an unprovok- 
ed attack, originating entirely in suspicion or 
malevolence, and is one of the grossest slanders, 
‘This with the egotism of the writer is viewed 
with marked contempt, and as the most charit- 
able act | consign it to deserved oblivion. 

Your's, &c. ELIJAH DEXTER. 
Plympton, -lugust 20, 1819. 


P.S. Mr. Willis,—It is not my object to en- 





gage in controversy nor to enlist your paper a- 
gainst the Magazine referred tu above. But}! 
as there has been a most shameful and slander- | 
ous attack on my character, and consequently | 
on the cause of the divine Redeemer in this place, | 
by the Magazine. which has been indusiriousty | 
circulated among the people of my charge, with | 
an evident design to destroy my usefulness, and 

subserve the interest of Universalisin, | wish to 

do away any unfavourable impressions which 

may have been made, by making public the a- 

bove note. Your paper is taken in this place, 

and is the only one I take. You will have the | 
goodness to give publicity to the above notice, | 
and uniess you can afford to do it gratis, to for- | 
ward your jill to me, a subscriber to your paper 
from the beginning. Your’s, &c. E.D. 


Brookfield, February 16, 1820. 
Dear Srr,—All the admonitions and reproofs 
which come from the lips of a christian shou!d 
be tempered with mildness, and delivered with 
that sweetness which is calculated to 


vinning 





melt the heart and lure it back from the path| 


of vice. Whoever attempts to Overcome error 
by slander and reproach, not only lays aside the 
gentleness of the christian, but the prudence of 
the philosopher. In view of these truths, how 
unbecoming the character you have assumed, 
was the billet intended for the Recorder, and 
directed to me. Woeld such language fall from 
a friend to man, from a preacuer of the gospel, 
from a child of peace and lover of God? O 
shame, where is thy blush! Uninduced by one 
revengeful feeling, | call on you to re-examine 
your defamatory note, and then to lift up your 
voice in prayer, that the thoughts of your heart 
may be forgiven, and that light may be poured 
into your mind. Remember while you are read- 
ing this reply, that it speaks the words of truth 
and soberness, and that if | am become your en- 
emy, it is by telling you the truth. Knowing 
the goodness of the cause in which Lam engag- 
ed, i wish to speak without disguise, and yet 
without offence, in such a manner that every 
honest soul may rejoice. In consequence of 
these feelings, great plainness of speech will be 
used in remarking on your charges, and in re- 
pelling them with a proper spirit. 

As the first part of your note is addressed to 
the editor of the Magazine, it does not particu- 
larly concern me, yet it is believed he can vin- 
dicate himself to the satisfaction of all. Never 
having asserted that you wrote the anonymous 
letter, your denial counteracts your design ; for 
it is a common observation, that a prompt de- 
claration of innocence, uncaused by any charge, 
is a sure mark of guilt. All the hard words you 
have used, all the hard names you have called, 
will ultimate to your disadvantage, and let me 
entreat you to be cautious, if vou wish to enjoy 
peace of conscience or the approbation of the 
good, how you groudlessly asperse, for in thus 
doing, you are rolling the mountain on your own 
head. Nothing in my letter, which you have 
denominated opprobrious,slanderous and shame- 
ful can deserve those names, unless it is false , 
this we will now consider. If there are any 
untrue allegations, they allude altogether to 
doctrines of your creed If it be slander to say | 
you believe in partial election and reprobation, | 
I plead guilty to the charge, but surely my fault 
is not unpardonable, as this is constantly the 
subject of your preaching. The same may be 








| said concerning all the other doctrines on which 


[ commented, and if the supposition of your) 
honesty be reproachful, | admit the criminality 
of the imputation. It is not expected you would 
have spoken thus unguardedly had you not been 
transported with feelings incompatible with the 
inoffensiveness of the christian cause ty which 
you are employed, and which you should adorn 
by a well ordered life, and by conversation sea-_ 
soned with wisdom. You must recollect the a- 


| postle admonishes his brethren for cursing men, 


made in the similitude of God, with the same 
tongue with which they blessed the Father, and 
be careful to conduct in so godlike a manuer as 
to render upbraiding unnecessary. If you are 
verily a Universalist, a hearty believer in the, 


of this controversy. 
‘the honesty and simplicity of his soul and from 


‘tions in bis way and cause him to weep? 


NO. 37. 


—~ ew 


bleed, by supposing your sympathy locked up 
from part of your brethren. But if this is not 
fact, if youare undissembled in your discourses, 
there is not a particle of reproach, but such as 
will attach to every marble hearted being who 
attempts to transform God into a monster of 
cruelty. Had you come forward like a chris- 
tian and a gentleman, assured me you did not 
write the letter and that you gave no counte- 
nance to the opinions therein advanced, I would 
gladly have embraced the opportunity to beg 
your pardon for ascribing to your such anti- 
christian sentiments and made every reparation 
in my power. But as your note is written in 
the spirit of the letter, although with far less 
ability, it is believed an exposure to the public 
eye will promote the good cause, by showing 
the blackness of the motives by which the op- 
posers of Universalism are actuated. 1! really 
pity that person who is reduced to the necessity 
of resorting to detraction for his defence, and 
who is incapable of saying any thing in his own 
favour, without vilifying others. 

I should not have given your private instruc- 
tions, had they not been requisite to show your 
feelings as portrayed by your own hand. As | 
gave you assurances at beginning of speaking 
unceremoniously, you must expect a plain un- 
varnished statement, undecorated by flattery, 
and it is sincerely hoped not overcharged with 
colouring. It has been the common practice of 
false teachers in all ages to identify themselves 
with God, and pretend that his cause suflered 
whenever their crimes were exposed to view, 
by those who had no faith in the orthodoxy of a 
wig, a gown or a band, but who considered that 
praise should be bestowed in proportion to the 
stainlessness of character and uprightvess of 
conduct exhibited to the world. A true teach- 
er would not think the Redeemer wounded thro’ 
his sides if his faults were made known, but he 
would be circumspect, lest he might give of- 
fence by his misconduct and injure the cause of 
his master by his unseemly and unchristian de- 
portment. No sincere disciple of Jesus suppo- 
ses himself the shield of his leader, or that the 
captain of his salvation is valnerable through 
his weakness, or that his character and the cause 
of the divine Redeemer imply the satne thing. 

Brother Dexter, let me seriousiy expostulate 
with you on the impropriety of your proceed- 
ings in this affair, and request your undivided 
attention while we carefully examine the origin 
When an individual from 


the fullest conviction attempts to preach the 
love and mercy of his God and Father to all 
men, is it right that a professed labourer in the 
vineyard of the same Lord should threw ohstrne- 
Dear 
brother, remember we are both public speak- 
ers, that Wwe profess to be engaged in proclaim- 
ing the gospel to all men, and that we ought to 
bear each others burdens and to lighten the 
toils we may be called to endure. My heart's 


desire and prayer to God is, that you may be 


boundiess and endiess goodness of God, to each | saved, and that you may duly appreciate the 
individual of our race, | have certainly wound-| compassion of Christ in tasting death for every 


ed your heart, and caused your affections to| 


man. From my soul! forgive you all the hard 
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rising, the risen and the departing generations 


face. But, 
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things vou have spoken against me, either in 
preaching or writing, and hope you may receive | 
light to direct, that as you have done wrong, 
yon may do sono more. Reflect on the feel- 
ings which have been brought into action by) 
the remarks you have made, consider the spirit | 
by which they were dictated and the temper in 
which they were uttered, and then see if you 

can say from your heart that you are thankful, 
to God for r having thus spoken ? 

Lad { preached the damnation of nine tenths 

ofthe human family, you would have remained 

juliet and unconcerned, being perfectly s 
with the idea, if you might be ex ene irom 
the fate of the wretched. Bat what caused you 
to manifest so much displeasure at my | 
ing the doctrine of universal redemption? that 
which induced the scribes and to mt 


pat SoCs > faur- 
mur, saying, this man receiveth sinners. and 
eatheth with them; but L pray God that ] may 
forgive you, not only seven times, but sevents 


times seven. 
Deeply impressed with the vast mport 
of rightly directing, guiding and instrecting the 


tm 


{ beseech you in the name of the living God i 
deliberate on the course you are pursuing, and 
take heed to yourself lest you make the hearts 
of your people sad, and render their liv 

less, by teaching for doctrine the tradit 
men. A most imperious duty devolves on you 
from the beight of your station, to which it is! 


es 
> 


- 


hoped you will not be inaitentive, but search | 


the scriptures daily until yowcan preach a Sa- | 
viour to each of your hearers, and to the world 
of man. 

Any christian sentiment coming from your 
pen shall receive due consideration. 

Your’s in the gospel of God. 
JOHN BISBE, Jnr. 

Rey. Exizan Dexter. 











FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


TO THE REV. DR. PARISH. 


Rev. Sir,—l thank you for the information you have 
been pleased to give, concerning the pretended letter 
of Eliza W ; yet allow me to express my wish that 
you had given it at an earlier stage of this affair. You 
scem, indeed, to have thought that the story, which 
that letter contained, carrved ils own refutation in its 
sir, on a reperusal, I discover no contradic- 
tions or inconsistencies in its several parts. It may be 
said, indeed, that its sfyle was clumsy; but so much 
would be expected from such a writer, in such circum- 
stances. If there be any thing absurd in the appear- 
ance of the letter, it must be the account of harsh and 
unfeeling language, from a clergyman to a dying person. 
1 am not personally acquainted with you, sir; but hope 
that with those who are so, your general disposition, 
and the tenor of your life, are such as to have rendered 
this account incredible ; but who is there among stran- 
gers, that know how ministers frequently address the 
professors of Universalism, that would think it at all in- 
credible? And may I ask without offending, Did you 
not perceive, sir, that the story was believed, notwith- 
standing its supposed absurdity, and published by Edi- 
tors, sustaining a good reputation for honesty aud dis- 
cernment? Then was the time for a generous oppo- 
nent to undeceive, by exposing the arts of some design- 
ing enemy, &c. 

I have been somewhat particular, as you seem to in- 
sinuate that I was hasty in PUBLISHING a supposed de- 
linguency, on such evidence. But was lI hasty? The 
letter of E. W. had been published in the Gospel Visi- 
tant, about a year and a half; and in the Magazine, a- 
bout three weeks, when my remarks were offered. I 
am not conscious of having acted preciptately. 
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| Besides, sir, you are reminded, that I did not puBLIsH 
the supposed delinquency ; | am chargeable only with 
| having made comments on it, long after its publication. 
, When you recollect this, you will see the unreasona- 
bleness of expecting that | should be at the expense of 
causing your communication to be published, es reac 
sively, as Wave been the falsehoods of the pretended | 
letter. — | know not that I am under any other ob-| 
ligation to counteract that Jetter, than what is common | 
to every reader. At the same time, I assure you that 
I shall feel happy in giving correct statements of the 
subject, when opportunities occur. 

To conclude, I cannot but rejoice in discovering that 





you, sir, are innocent of the conduct which that letter 
would impute to you. Be eo kind as to receive my 
And while | take my leave of you, let 
e say, that i feel a ph asure in reflecting that what | 


OOG wisDes. 


- 
~ 


# 


hare written has led to your exoneration from acharge 

which might otherwise have been perpetuated. 

Your's in the Gospel of Truth, 
B*F*¥*=, 
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UNIVERSAL IST MAG AZINE, 


BOSTON, 
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“THE WEEKLY RECORDER.” 
paper printed in Chillicothe, Ohio, Wednesday, 
Fe bruary 16, 
eman, who in June last transmitted to the editors of | 
the Recorder ** The death-bed exercises of a woman who | 
‘had lired a Universalist,” that the account which he 
thus transmiited was verily true. Our readers may re- 
ifresh their memories with an account of this matter, 
| by turning to our 15th No. 
| In our remarks we endeavoured to show, that if eve- 
ry word which the writer had stated were allowed to 
be truly stated, yet nothing unfavourable to the doc- 
trine of universal salvation could be fairly deduced from 
the whole account. But we took the liberty to suggest 
that we did not believe that the writer stated no more 
than simple facts ; we doubted the truth of the relation. 
‘his gentleman comes forward now as late as Februa- 
ry, say eight months from the time he first published 
this account, and about four months after it was pub- 
lished in this paper with our remarks, and avouches for 
the truth of the story. He says, ‘*‘ My name is left 
with the printers, to satisfy any one whe may still doubt 
the correctness of my first communication.” 

It has now become our duty to inform this gentleman 
that we have no more reason now to believe his com- 
munication than at first, and that even his name being 
left with the printers for the purpose of giving authori- 
ty to the account does not substantiate it in our minds. 
We do not pretend to disallow the moral honesty of 
this writer, but think we are in possession of full proof 
that he is remarkably subject to make mistakes, and to 
state things contrary to fact. Our proof of this will be 





7; 
T his 


820, brings us the declaration of the gen- | 


cation. 

** The Editor (of the Universalist Magazine) alleges 
that this woman’s case proves Wirectly the contrary: 
that however alarming her apprehensions were, she still 
found merey, and died in peace: Therefore the doc- 
trine of universa) salvation is true! From this speci- 
men, we cannot think very highly of the gentleman’s 
reasoning powers. It is true the woman found mercy, 
and died m peace; but not until she had renounced 
ber previous error,—tbat foundation on which he and 
wany others are depending. Another argument of the 
editor seems to be of the same validity. He says, the 
doctrine of universa] salvation must be tru. ; because 
he has believed it nearly thirty years, and hae endear- 
cured fo make others believe i. Minisine! Why, | 
could produce higher authority than this, for the gen- 
tleman. The author of this doctrine, has preached it 
more than sex thousand years ; ever since he declared 
to our first parents ** Ye shall not surely die!” Butin 
the same manner we-can prove the truth of Mahome- 
danism, Hindooism, Fooism, Deism and Atheism. 

‘It is not my intention to enter the lists with this cham- 
pion of Universalisw, being but a layman, and very iu- 


found in the following extract from his last commoni-§ 


competent to the task: But I make come pretensions 
to common sense, and with this for my commentator, | 
read my Bible, and have reflected not a little on this 
subject. That men of darkened minds, of corrnpt and 
wicked hearts, should anxjously wish for such a doctrine 
and even pers suade themselves of its truth is what might 
be expected. It is agreeable to depraved nature, and 
flatte ring to the pride of life: it enc ourages to sin, and 
P romises indemnification to the transgressor; but that 

any man in his right mind, and making pre tens sions to 
sitine and piety should belic ve such a coctrine, is sur- 
prising indeed: and it is still more supprising that he 
should attempt to prove his system from the scriptures, 
the whole tenor of which is directly the contr ary.— 
Universalism hy ttn the distinction spb virtue 
and vice, and beats down the barriers that intervene 
between right and wrong. It calls evil good and good 
evil; lessens the sanction of the Divine Jaw, under- 
mines the foundation of moral obligation, and robs De- 
ity of essential attributes. 

The Editor in his critical remarks, under considera- 
tion, manifestly perverts scripture. He lays much 
stress on the word ALL as used therein—** Christ should 
draw all men unto him.’ He ** will have all saved,” 
and ‘*erery knee shell bow to him,” &c. Now he 
ought to know that al/ is often used in a limited, and 
sometimes in a quite restrictive sense. We are told 
all Jerusalem went out and were baptized of John— 
ihat Cesar decreed all the world should be taxed—the 
Samaritan woman said that Christ had told her ali that 
ever she did—and all the world worshipped the god- 
dess Diana. Many other similar passages could be ad- 


duced. Ile likewise harps much upon the words ever- 
lasting, elernal and fererer. He considers them as im- 
plying a limited duration—a series of years and ages.— 


{t is admitted that these words sometimes have this sig- 
nification ; but when they are applied to God, and spi- 
ritual things, they invariably imply a proper eternity.” 
Now the first statement found in this extract is quite 
a mistake. We did not say that ‘+ the doctrine of uni- 
* because this woman found 
mercy. All we suggested on this particular was, that 
so far from furnishing evidence agaiust the docrrine, this 


versal salvation is true 


woman’s cause favours it; and we said ; ** If we needed 
any more evidence of the universal] goodness of our 
heavenly Father, than is given in the scriptures of truth, 
and in bis bountiful providence, might we not appea! 
to the dying exclamations set down in the above com- 
munication, and to the divine favour, contrary to these 
exclamations, which the unbelieving woman finally ob- 
tained.” We will here ask our brother if it be at all 
consistent to infer from this sentence that we looked 
for proof of universal salvation in the case of this wo- 
man? Or does it not appear that our evidence is in 
the scriptures and the bountiful providence of God? 
But he says, that the Editor of the Universalist Maga- 
zine says ** therefore the doctrine of universal salvation 
Meaning that this inference was drawn from 
This statement is erroneous, 
itis far from simple fact, and therefore goes to prove 
that our brother is remarkably incident to mistake even 


is true.”’ 
the case of the woman. 


what he reads, 

The second statement in the foregoing extract, is a- 
nother very egregious mistake, ‘* Iie says the doctrine 
of Universalism must be truc ; becuuse be has believed 
it nearly thirty years, and has endeavoured to make 
others believe it.’ This is altogether a mistake. No 
such intimation can be found in our remarks. What 
then is the most favourable couciusion? Answer; that 
the tan who bas left bis name with the printers, &c. 
is a person whose testimony is not to be relied on in 
this case; not because he is one who would willingly 
state falsehood, but because he is apt to state what is 
not true through mistake, as we hope. 

Having given our reasons for not given credit to the 
report on the authority of this writer’s testimony, we 
wish to make a few observations on what he says con- 
cerning Universulism. He says; ‘*' That men of dark- 
ened minds, of corrupt and wicked hearts, should anx- 
iously wish for such a doctrine, and even persuade 
themselves of its truth is what might be expected.”— 
We humbly wish to request our brother to consider 
what he here savs. 








corrupt and wicked hearts anxiously wish for the sal- 





Do men of darkened minds and ef 





+ = Ree 





a 





as 
Ww 


th 
tt 


p | 


Ci 


me & 


o 


6 oo «4, 


aA +S —_ tt »& 


a 


nn 


it hn we 


—_ ky ak 











Ar 





2D ART ae we « 





vation of all men? Is such a wisha sure indication of 
a wicked heart? 
And coes he know that his heost is jib, and accepta-, 
thle to God, anxiously wishes” for the | 


eternal misery of bis fellow beings ? 


because he * 
It really seems to | 


us, that this brother does not *“* know what manner of | 


a he is of.”? . Peter says that God 


ne that any sh 1 perish, but that all should come to! 


73 


re pentane re Is it consistent with such te ‘stimony to, 


iy that, a corrupt, wicked heart wishes that all may, 
. nO » renent ce? e 
some to repentance: aa 

He further says; It (universal salvation) is agreea- 
Hle to depraved nature, and flattering to the pride of | 5 


ife ; it encourages to sin; and 
tion to the transgressor. 
vhat he says ? Does he 


: to depraved nature 


% Does 
know that he says, thatit is 
to favour the doctrine of! 
ecus Christ ? 


our broth: 


creeable 


econciiation to God through J hat de- 


praved nature embraces the whole human family in the | 
Does he know} 
that he says, that it is agreeable to the pride of life to} 


rms of divine charity, love and merey? 


contemplate all our fellow creatures on a level with our- | 
selves, and with us the heirs of eternal life, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but by the | 
grace of God, manifested toward us in him who hath 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood ? 
Is all this the pride of life? No, it is exactly the re- 
verse of it. The pride of life is no where more visible 
than in that haughty spirit which characterises those 
who look on themselves to be righteous, and others to 
be wicked. We more anxiously desire our brother to 
ask himself, which he most resembles of the two men, 
who went up into the temple to pray, than that he 
should imbibe the theory of Universalism. One of!a 
these men thanked God that he was not like other men,’ 
that he was not like the publican. We ask our broth- 
er to consider whether it was agreeable to this man’s 
pride of heart, to contemplate this publican equally ac- 
ceptable to God as himself? 

He further says; ‘* Universalism destroys the dis- 
tinction between virtue and vice, anmd-beats down the 
barriers that intervene between right and wrong.?°— 
This he says, but does not inform us why he so consid- 
ers the doctrine. Because a man believes that all men 
will be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, 
does he necessarily believe that there is no distinction 
between right and wrong? He goes on and says; 

calls evil good, aud good evil; lessens the sanction of 
the Divine law, undermines the foundation of moral ob- 
ligation, and robs the Deity of essential attributes.” — 
According to this, we see at once how necessary it is 
that some of the human race should eternally remain in 
According to this statement, 
to hate sin, to 


rebellion against God. 
if all men were brought to love God, 
love one another, and to obey the commands of God, 
and to rejoice in his divine goodness; if Jesus should 
reconcile all the unreconciled, and bring every soul to 
love God and all mankind, then good would be evil, 
and evil would he good, the sanction of the divine law 
would be diminished, and God deprived of his essential 
attributes! On the other hand all is as it should be if 
some of the rational offspring of our heavenly Father 
remain eternally in sin and rebellion against him! Cer- 
tainly our brother is lost; he is looking directly the 
wrong way. 

We call on this brother to show that there is any in 
timation in all the ** Divine law,” given to Israel by 
Moses, that the transgressor would be punished even 
beyond this temporal state? 

if he can prove any such thing we are ready to re- 
linguish the doctrine for which we contend. But if he 
cannot, then he has no right to say that the doctrine of 
universal salvation ** lessens the sanction of the Divine 
law.”” 

This writer has charged us with perverting the scrip- 
tures by supposing that where we read that Jesus suid ; 
* And J, if I be lifted up from the earth, will-draw all 
men anto me—God will have al men to be seved—And 


Has he got a good, a righteous heart ? | 


is ** not will-! 


promises indemnifica-! 


r know: 


‘et. 
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' that every knee should bow to him,” &e. that all men 
‘without exception are included. He says; ‘* Now 
he ought to. know that all is often used in a limited, and 
| sometimes in quite a restrictive sense.’ By this he 
would persuade his readers to believe that Jesus meant 
that he would draw a part of mankind to himself, that 
God will have part ef mankind to be saved, and that 
| some should. bow the knee to Lim. Let ns ce at these 

ast words 4 ‘their connexion. See Philip. ii. 9, 10, 11, 

* Where foré God also hath highly exalted wie and giv- 
ef him a nath®which ij is above every name; that at the 
ng safic of Jesus} every knee should bow, of things in hea- 

vehyand thitgs in earth, and things ‘under the earth ; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Now if we re- 
sth idGibc word every in this passage es our brother thinks 
, we t todo, we may read it as fojlows; ** Where- 
fo re, also hath highly exalted him and given him 
a name which is above some names ; that at the name 
of Jesus séme knees should bow, of things in heaven, 
| and some of things in earth, and some of things under 

ihe earth; and that some tongues should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
This would leave some in heaven, some in earth, and 

some under the earth still in rebellion, still unrecon- 

ciled! 

Let us limit the word all, where the Apostle says, 
speaking of God, ** who will bave all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Take 
the connexion ; 1 Tim. ii. 1—6, ‘1 exhort, therefore, 
that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks be made for some men; for kings, 
}and for some that are in authority ; that we may lead 
1a quyét and peaceable life in some godliness and some 

hone? for this is good and acceptable in the sight of 

Gof our Saviour, who will have some men to be saved 

and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For 

there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom 
for some, to be testified in due time.” Such an alter- 

/ationwas this, our brother supposes will secure to God 

his essential attributes ! 

But we are disposed to call on him to reconsider his 
charge against us of perverting scripture, and to can- 
didly ask himself if the foregoing limitations and re- 
strictions of the words erery and all be not a most man- 
ifest perversion of its plain declarations, and as impor- 
tant declarations as can be found in all the Bible? 

As we affectionately love our erring brother, we fer- 
vently pray that his mind may be brought right, that he 
may correct Lis mistakes, and rectify his errors. We 
furthermore hope that these remarks may be received 
as will designed by us, and if there be any thing incor- 
rect that we may be informed of the same, that we may 
correct our own faults, as well as to call on others to 
correct theirs. 








PARENTAL DUTY. 

“ Train up a child in the way he should go, and when 

he is old he will not depart from it.°—Prov. xxii. 6. 
CONCLUDED 

In our introductory remarks on this subject, it was 
suggested that the whole duty expressed in our text is 
comprised in bringing Up children in the love of God. 
And it seems clear that if this be the parent’s duty, it 
is within the power of the parent to affect an object so 
desirable. But it may be asked, how is it possible for 
parents to do this? In replyingto this query, we mast 
have recourse to the dictates of reason, experience and 
ihe scriptures. Reason end experience teach us that 
we may learn our children to love any absent, and to 
them unknown person, by recommending such person 
io be kind, friendly, pitiful and benevolent; by fre- 
quently speaking of this person, and always speaking 
in language of esteem, affection and love, and this in 
we continue this manner of 
time, and inform our 


hearing of the chileren. if 
conversation for a considcrabl« 
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children that our dear friefid is soon coming to visit us ; 
and as he has already bestowed many favours upon 
us, there is no doubt but that we shall share largely of 
his bounty when he comes; our children in this case, 
would feel their hearts glow with love towards our ab- 
sent friend, and they would rejoice in anticipation of 
the time when their eyes should be blessed with the 
longed for sight of him, whom, though not seen, they 
love. As we know this is true both by the dictates of 
reason and experience, so we are rationally convinced, 
that if we should always discourse in our children’s 
hearing, of the goodness, mercy, pitiful kindness, and 
infinite benevolence of our Father in heaven, and if we 
never represented him to our children ina different 
character, they would love the very sound of his name, 
their hearts would be warm with his love, and as they 
should grow in understanding, so would they increase 
in their rational love of God. _ This love is the founda- 
tion of obedience. For if our children love us, they 
will wish to do those things which are pleasing to us ; 
and if they are taught fo love God, they will delight 
to do those things which are well pleasing in his sight. 

The scriptures, with a view to secure these desirable 
consequences, have recommended God’s goodness to 
be universal, his tender mercies to be over all his works; 
that he loves us even while we are enemies to him, 
even when we were dead in sin, This is a character 
which when known will always be loved. 





CONSISTENCY. 


As it is universally acknowledged, that consisTENCcY, 
by which is ment the agreement of one thing with a- 
nother, is a: <Conspicuous trait in the dealings of God 
with his creatures, we are disposed to.call on those, 
who believe that some men will be forever blessed in a 
future state as a reward of their good works in this, and 
that others will be forever punished hereafter for their 
sins here, to inform us whether they believe that there 
is as much difference in the conduct of men in this life 
as they make in the rewards and punishments in a fu- 
world? 

That there is a very considerable difference in the 
moral conduct of men in this world is not disputed, but 
as we find none who are entirely free from faults, and 
perhaps none who are destitute of all virtue, it seems 
questionable, at least, whether the difference even be- 
tween the most virtuous and the most vicious is as great 
as between the infinite rewards and punishments which 
are supposed to await men in a future world. 

Let not those on whom we call in this way, say, we 
have no means to answer; for we promise that if they 
will send us their replies of reasonable length, we will 
publish them with our remarks, and will endeavour to 
disprove, or acknowledge ourselves convinced. 





ir No. 30. 


A generous price will be given at this Office for a few 
of the 30th Number of the Universalist Magazine. 








M A RRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Samuel 
Walker to Miss Susan Bumstead Bryant. 
By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr, John Ellms to Miss 
Sarah Andrews. 
By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Amos Haskin to Miss 
Martha C. Kent. 








—— 


DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Samuel Drew, of Durham, N. TI. 
aged 46.—Mr. Barnard Merritt, 39.—Mrs, Mary Ann, . 
wife of William Forbes, 19.—Mr. James Collier, 28.— 
Mr. John F. Wilkins, 41.--Miss Caroline Wyer, 23.— 
Mrs. Abigail Hutchings, 52.—Mr. Benjamin Page, 44, . 
—Mr. Nathaniel Wales, 55.—Mre. Lucy Barker, 74.— 
Mr. Ebenezer Smith, 84.— Mr. Stephen Brigham, 41.— 
Mr. Benjamin Chamberlin, 27.—Mary Jane, daughter. 
of Mr, Jacob Barstow. 

In Sudbury, widow Alice Vs heelock, mother of Capt. - 
A. Wheelock of this town, aged 89. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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QUERIES ADDRESSED TO THE CLERGY. 


STOP, consider, christian teachers ; 
Do you preach the word of truth? 
Th’ love of God, ye learned preachers, 
To the aged and the youth? 


Do you preach the great redemption, 
Christ has purchas’d with his blood ? 
Do you preach, there’s no exemption 
From the mercy of our God? 


Do you preach the word of Jesus? 
Do you preach salvation sure ? 

Do you preach, for our diseases, 
Th’ blood of Christ a certain cure? 


Do you preach a mediation 

*Twixt the sinner and his God? 
Do you preach a new creation? 
Do you preach a Saviour Lord ? 


Or, 
Do you, destitute of feelings, 
Such as truth and love require, 
Represent our Father’s dealings, 
Full of virulence and ire ? 


Do you represent Jehovah, 

Fill’d with ewry vengeful lust? 
Does his grace and love pass over ? 
Does our God for vengeance thirst‘ 


Do you preach eternal torment, 
Anguish, trouble, woe, and pain— 
Not a horror will be dormant, 
Vengeance will forever reign? 


Stop and query, christian pastor ; 
Do I preach as Jesus taught ? 

Do I serve my Lord and Master, 
And my people as I ought ? 


If you preach another gospel, 
Diff’ring from the word of grace, 
You are to our spirits hostile, 
Hostile to our happiness. 


If you preach a partial pardon, 
If you preach unequal lore, 
You will ev’ry creature harden, 
And will Popery restore. 


Preach the gospel of the lowly, 
Unoffending Son of God, 

Who, compassionate and holy. 

Has redeem’d us by his blood. Hi 


ee 
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MORALITY. 
NICHOLS’ ACADEMY. 


Extract ef a Letter from AMASA Nicwo ts, Esq. fo the 
Editor, dated, Dudely, Feb. 20, 1820. 

Rev. anp DEAR Sir,—Presuming that you have a 
desire to be possessed of any information relating to 
our School, I therefore attempt to give you some de- 
scription of the proceedings at the expiration of the 
Quarter ending on Wednesday last. 

No members of the Board, excepting Gen. Davis, 
Maj. Brown, and myself were present; accordingly 
no business was done, save, adjounring the meeting to 
the close of the next quarter. 
others, attended to the examination of the Students, in 
their various studies, in the forenoon, which was highly 
pleasing, gratifying and satisfactory. About noon, peo- 
ple began to collect, and in considerable numbers, to 
hear the speaking. At half past two, the Chapel was 
well filled. The performances on the stage were high- 
ly entertaining; which was expressed in the counte- 
nances ofthe numerous assembly. After the Students 





We, avith a number of 


inclining to be savage, becomes softened, and charities 
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—* | had spoken and quit the stage, the enclosed Address! I cannot refrain from expressing the satisfaction 1 





was delivered ; when the whole performance was clos-| have enjoyed in daily observing the propriety of con- 


ed by a well adapted Prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Williams. | 


ADDRESS. 


‘ 


Tue solicitude Parents have for children is constant- | 
ly evinced. It would occupy more time than can now | 


duct, which the Students have observed, in their re- 
spectful carriage to the inhabitants, to members of the 
Board of Trustees and more especially to the Instructor, 

One sad and mounful event, I cannot omit to men- 


be appropriated to particularize the strong attachment ‘tion. You are sensible, my young friends, that one of 


existing between parents and children. It will only 
be observed, that parents with the most watchful anx- | 
iety, guard and protect helpless infancy—with many a | 
pang conduct the tender shoot to an age at which the | 
mind is capable of improvement—even here, trouble 
and expense do not deter from affording every possible 
means of instruction, intended to accomplish, to orna- 
ment and qualify for future usefulness. The parents 
desires, are not only for the well-being of the child in 
time, but also in eternity. 

It is much to be lamented by every individual who 
duly appreciates the advantages afforded in this land of 
liberty, to see ignorance and darkness prevail, to see 
knowledge and science beclouded. Whenever knowl- 
edge is diffused, the arts and sciences cultivated, the 
intellectual powers expand, the ferocity of frail beings, 


with all the kind and tender sympathies, more animat- 
ing and cheering than the gentle rain or morning dew, 
sweeten and invigorate the path of life. 

No scene, perhaps, in this imperfect state, is more 
pleasing, gratifying and fraught with stronger hopes, 
than for parents to see children, than for present actors 
on this stage, to see the rising generation enjoying 
health, to see them in the pursuit of knowledge, wis- 
dom, virtue and all the graces which adorn, embellish 
and beautify life. 

This day exhibits a scene, in the few here attending, 
exhilarating and cheering to considerate parents. A 
constant observation of the close application and at- 
tention to the various studies, you my young friends, 
have been pursuing, affords the pleasing anticipations 
of your future usefulness. 

It is much desired, by those who have the more imme- 
diate care of this Institution, that the means were such 





as to afford greater advantages, than are at present en- 
joyed ; butunder all difficulties it has been highly grati- 
fying to see the patience and resignation, the order and 
decorum which have characterised the Students. It is 
contemplated with pleasure that no dissatisfaction has 
been manifested by those who have attended. This must 
have been in consequence of the ability or competence 
of the Instructor, in the opinion of the pupils, and not 
in any other provisiéns made by the Trustees. 

It will be very pleasing to see, next quarter, those 
who have already attended, returning. 

It is anxiously desired and hoped for, that more am- 
ple provision will be made ; that those who here resort 
will derive all possible advantages, and more than are 
found at any other Academy. 

Although the Trustees are believers in the unlimited 
goodness of God, yet each and every one here resort- 
ing, will be equally respected and derive every advan- 
tage which may be afforded, without the least regard to 
sentiment, while conducting decorously and virtuously. 

The intention, the design and object of the founders 
of this Seminary, will, it is hoped, ever be directed to 
the encouragement of freedom of opinion. 

The examination, this day, in the various branches 
of study, has been highly gratifying, and will long be 
remembered with emotions of pleasure. Should this be 
the last opportunity any of you, my young friends, may 
ever have of pursuing your academical studies, may you 
reflect with pleasure on the time here spent. It is on- 
ly requested, that, if you are satisfied, that you recom- 
nend this Institusion to others, 

Should I never aguin have the satisfaction of making 
any expressions on a similar occasion, oy desire for the 
prosperity and usefulness of the Institation and for the 
best good of all who here resort, wil not thereby be 
lessened. } 





| 





the number, who have attended this School, is no more! 


| we . . 
The amiable and endearing Joun Russet Mries,* 


has left this School, this mortal state, for im mortality. 
He is beyond the reach of trouble. He now needs not 
to receive lessons here; all the cares and pursuits of 
life are chanyed for the never ending felicity of heaven. 


i ° ° ° ‘ 
While his fond parents, his acquaintance, and this 


school, lament the loss of so kind and lovely a youth, 
may we believe, and without doubting, that what is 
loss to his friends is gain to him. 

While we imitate that which is amiable in others. 
walk in wisdoms ways, live the life of the righteous : 
then, when our last moments approach, with satisfac- 
tion we shall review the past, tranquilized like the calm 
summer’s evening ; then with strong confidence in the 
promises of God, we shall fall sweetly asleep in Jesus. 





*Son of the Rev. Mr. Muses, of Grafton; he was 
sent for by his father to go home, a little before the ex, 
piration of the quarter previous to the last, on account 
of a brother, who, as was viewed, lay at the point of 
death, yet he recovered, and Jolu died. John was 
strongly attached to the school, and probably would 
have returned, but for death. 


By His Exce.titency Jonn Prooxs 
| 


Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


A PROCLAMATION, 

FOR A DAY OF FASTING AND PRAYER. 

Wu Le the striking manifestations of the power and 
majesty of God, and a sense of our dependence on Him, 
lead us to devotion ; the constant experience we have 
of His unbounded goodness, calls for éxpressions of live~ 
ly and sincere gratitude. Sentiments so congenial to the 
fitness of things, and the moral nature of man, marked 
the character of our venerable ancestors from the first 
settlement of our country. That similar sentiments may 
be continued, 

1 have thought fit to appoint, and by and with the 
advice of the council,I do hereby appoint THURSDAY 
the 6th day of April next, to be observed as a Day of 
FASTING and PRAYER, throughout this Common- 
wealth. And the people of every religious denomination 
are requested to assemble in their respective places of 
public worship on that day, unitedly to abuse themselves 
before God, for their multiplied transgressions of His 
holy law, and to supplicate His parconing merey, thro’ 
a Redeemer, as tendered in the Gospel. 

Feeling our dependence on divine goodness, for 
the common supply of the means of subsistence, and of 
the high enjoyment of friendship and society, of civil and 
religious liberty, may we jointly implore His blessing on 
the business and labors of the current year, on our ec- 
riculture and fisheries, our commerce and mauufactures; 
on the means of religious improvement, and of education 
in all the departments of science and good learning; 
that He will bless our National and State Governments, 
make the President of the United States a minister for 
good to our nation, and grant a continuance-of peace, 
of health and plenty ; that He will vouchsafe much of 
His presence with, and favor to the Ministers of the Al- 
tar; and mercifully gront, that the Gospel of His Son, 
our Saviour, may be spread through the earth, and be- 
come the foundation of hope and consolation to the 
whole family of man. 

And the people are requested to abstain from all la- 
bor and recreation inconsistent with the solemnities of 
the day. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, this 26th 

day of February, in the year of our Lord, 1820. 
JOHN BROOKS. 
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